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The Session of CRPC has called for a Congregational Meeting to 
take place on Sunday, December 6, 2020 for the purpose of elect-
ing a deacon and elders. 

The following biographical outlines will be of assistance to you 
as you prayerfully prepare for this election of officers. 

Please remember these men and their families in prayer during 
this time period. 

Gordon Meiners 

Candidate: Ruling Elder  

(Currently Serving) 

Gordon was born in New York, and grew up in 
New Mexico, the son of a pastor, who was also 
the Stated Clerk of the Reformed Presbyterian 

Church, Evangelical Synod. 

He met his wife, Candy, while they were students at Covenant 
College.  Gordon now teaches history at Asheville Christian 
Academy, and leads student tours of Washington D. C.  He and 
Candy have been married 40 years and have three adult children, 
two daughters-in-law, and nine grandchildren. 

Gordon grew up believing what his parents taught him about 
Christ, and went forward at a Billy Graham crusade at the age of 
ten.  He says he’s been being slowly sanctified ever since.  He 
and Candy are charter members of CRPC, and he has been an el-
der since 1986. 

For more information about Gordon, his email address is: 
ghmeiners@gmail.com, and his cell number is 828-273-1497.  

Dennis Ponder 

Candidate: Deacon  

Dennis Ponder is  62 years old, and works as a project manager 
for a structural engineering firm focusing on construction. He was 
born in Asheville and was raised in, and still lives in Weaverville.  

While he was raised in and around the church growing up, his 
family was not fully committed to the Lord. His parents raised his 
brother and he as believers but as a family they were not involved 
in church on a regular basis. 

When Dennis was about 11 years old his father's best friend be-
came a pastor in a local church. The two families were really 
close and Dennis always looked up to his father’s friend as a role 
model. He had been a golden gloves boxer, a United States Ma-
rine, a race car driver, and always had a neat car or motorcycle. 
For a boy growing up in the 60's and 70's he was the perfect ex-
ample of "cool". 

When the man was called to become a pastor, it was a radical 
change in both Dennis’ life and that of his whole family, who be-
gan going to church on a regular basis. His parents started work-
ing through their own doubts, fears and issues of belief, faith and 
commitment. It was at age 12 while seeing this radical change in 
the lives of his family, that Dennis fell under the Holy Spirit's 
conviction and asked God for the forgiveness of his sins. After 
sitting under the sound preaching of the Bible by a man he re-
spected so much, and learning about the life and sacrifice of Jesus 
and much prayer, Dennis made a decision for Christ.  

Over the past 50 years he has not been without personal struggles, 
losses, setbacks and failures. However, at no time in his weakness 
or failure or loss has he ever doubted that his life is in God's 
hands. He knows this because of the "peace that passes all under-
standing" and the joy that His Salvation brings. 

One of Dennis’ favorite verses in scripture is 2 Corinthians 12:9: 
But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power 
is made perfect in weakness. ”Therefore I will boast all the more 
gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest 
upon me. 

Having previously served as a member of the diaconate, he looks 
forward and appreciate being considered for the opportunity to 
serve again. His phone number is 828-712-4213. 



Rob Cook 

Candidate: Ruling Elder 

Rob was born in Mount Holly, NJ, and lived his ear-
ly childhood in Wenonah, NJ. At age 11 his family 
moved to Asheville, where he lived through high 
school graduation. 

He attended UNC-Chapel Hill, where he met his future wife, 
Bonnie, at the beginning of their sophomore year. They married 
after graduating, and moved to Charleston, SC, where Bonnie 
worked as a hospital pediatric nurse, and Rob attended medical 
school. After getting his M.D. they moved to Charlottesville, VA, 
for residency and then on to Weaverville, where Rob joined a 
family medical practice. After 36 years of practice, he retired in 
2018. 

Bonnie and Rob have three children, who are all walking with the 
Lord. Two are married. Rob and Bonnie have eight grandchildren. 

Rob grew up in a Christian home and remembers believing about 
Jesus when he was in early grades, and attending a Child Evange-
lism Fellowship group. But even though Rob joined the church 
when he was 12, he recalls becoming cold-hearted towards God 
during his junior high and high school years. He doubted whether 
God was really there and whether man needed God. Despite that 
attitude, he continued to regularly attend Sunday school and 
church, often being the only student in the high school class. On 
his first Sunday as a student at Chapel Hill, The Holy Spirit in-
tensely confronted Rob and convicted him of the depth of his 
weakness and sin, and his absolute need for God’s presence and 
love. 

That experience was indelible. He joined a Baptist church in 
Chapel Hill, and after moving to Charleston, Bonnie and Rob 
joined First Baptist Church. Both of those churches taught from 
the Bible. When they moved to Charlottesville, they sought for a 
Baptist church, but after visiting several and not hearing scripture 
taught or preached, they wondered where God had led them. A 
college friend, who was director of InterVarsity in Virginia, en-
couraged them to visit a relatively new church. The first Sunday 
they attended Trinity PCA they were overwhelmed with the God-
centered worship. The new members class was instrumental in 
recalling to Rob the reformed teachings he had learned in high 
school, and opening to Bonnie, who came to faith as a child in the 

Baptist church, an understanding of the unity of the Bible. Their 
time in Charlottesville was most blessed through their member-
ship at Trinity PCA. 

When they moved to Weaverville, they joined First Presbyterian, 
which had just joined the PCA. Rob was later elected and or-
dained a deacon. He was elected and ordained a ruling elder in 
1988. In 1991 Rob, Bonnie and their children transferred their 
membership to CRPC. Rob was elected as a ruling elder in 1993 
and served until January 2016. You can reach Rob at weaver-
villecooks@gmail.com, his home phone at (828) 645-9684, or his 
cell phone at (828) 778-4591. 

 

Tom Voigt 

Candidate: Ruling Elder  

(Currently Serving) 

Tom was born in rural central Florida, and grew 
up in a Methodist Church, but did not come to 

faith until age 29.  

Tom and his wife, Joy, met in college and were married when 
they were 19 years old. Joy and their two oldest sons prayed for 
Tom almost 10 years before he professed faith.  

In the later part of the 80's Tom and Joy felt they needed a clearer 
understanding of what they believed theologically and asked an 
old friend for some counsel. He sent them a box of books on the 
Reformed Faith. They found great comfort in the doctrines of 
grace and the sovereignty of God.  

Tom and Joy began fellowship at CRPC in 1991 and except for 
the 4 1/2 years they lived in Chattanooga, have been regular 
members at CRPC since. Tom and Joy have been married 47 
years and have six wonderful children and thirteen very special 
grandchildren. 

Tom spent much of his career in manufacturing, but after losing 
his real estate business in late 2007, began focusing on sales work 
for a couple of small companies. The Voigt's feel they have 
gained much through losing much, and Tom is thankful to have 
more freedom to work in the church. 

If you would like more information please contact Tom at: 
tom.voigt1@gmail.com, or 828-230-9193. 
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